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Here I must diverge from my subject to dwell on
a danger incident to any training of the critical spirit.
In developing Its we may overdevelop it, we may kill
the creative, active instinct in those in whom it is weak
and induce a habit of mind which says No to life
instead of Yes. Plato foresaw this danger,
If you do net want, [he says], to be sorry {or your pupils
when the}' have reached the age of thirty, you must he very
careful how you introduce them to philosophical discussions.
You nrust have seen how the young, when they get their
fir?t taste of it, treat argument as a form of sport solely for
the purpose of contradiction. When someone has proved
them wrong, they copy his methods to confute others,
delighting like puppies in tugging and tearing at anyone
who conies near them. And so after a long course of proving
others wrung and being proved wrong themselves, they
rush to the conclusion that all they once believed in Is false.1
Profoundly true. We have all met such persons, Late
in life they may become intellectual mercenaries, ready
to sell their brains to the best bidder; or they may be
destroyers, delighting in destruction. There is such a
thing as intellectual sadism.
This over-critical attitude can be found, especially
among the abler minds, in the higher forms of
secondary schools and in universities. It believes itself
to be a dislike of shams, sentimentality, and affecta-
tion* a ruthless determination to reach truth. Its fir$t
reaction to any claim to greatness is suspicion. It looks
behind the surface for mean motives and hidden
1 Plato, T&$ Reft&l&t p* 53$.